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June 18, 2009

Whereas in July 2001, the Paris Declaration
of the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE) Parliamentary
Assembly noted that the process of restitu-
tion, compensation, and material reparation
of victims of Nazi persecution has not been
pursued with the same degree of comprehen-
siveness by all of the OSCE participating
states;

Whereas the OSCE participating states
have agreed to achieve or maintain full rec-
ognition and protection of all types of prop-
erty, including private property and the
right to prompt, just, and effective com-
pensation for private property that is taken
for public use;

Whereas the OSCE Parliamentary Assem-
bly has called on the participating states to
ensure that they implement appropriate leg-
islation to secure the restitution of or com-
pensation for property losses of victims of
Nazi persecution, including communal orga-
nizations and institutions, irrespective of
the current citizenship or place of residence
of the victims, their heirs, or the relevant
successors to communal property;

Whereas Congress passed resolutions in the
104th and 105th Congresses that emphasized
the longstanding support of the TUnited
States for the restitution of or compensation
for property wrongly confiscated during the
Nazi and Communist eras;

Whereas certain post-Communist countries
in Europe have taken steps toward compen-
sating victims of Nazi persecution whose
property was confiscated by the Nazis or
their allies and collaborators during World
War II or subsequently seized by Communist
governments;

Whereas at the 1998 Washington Conference
on Holocaust-Era Assets, 44 countries adopt-
ed the Principles on Nazi-Confiscated Art to
guide the restitution of looted artwork and
cultural property;

Whereas the Government of Lithuania has
promised to adopt an effective legal frame-
work to provide for the restitution of or
compensation for wrongly confiscated com-
munal property, but so far has not done so;

Whereas successive governments in Poland
have promised to adopt an effective general
property compensation law, but the current
government has yet to adopt one;

Whereas the legislation providing for the
restitution of or compensation for wrongly
confiscated property in Europe has, in var-
ious instances, not always been implemented
in an effective, transparent, and timely man-
ner;

Whereas such legislation is of the utmost
importance in returning or compensating
property wrongfully seized by totalitarian or
authoritarian governments to its rightful
owners;

Whereas compensation and restitution pro-
grams can never bring back to Holocaust
survivors what was taken from them, or in
any way make up for their suffering; and

Whereas there are Holocaust survivors,
now in the twilight of their lives, who are
impoverished and in urgent need of assist-
ance, lacking the resources to support basic
needs, including adequate shelter, food, or
medical care: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) appreciates the efforts of those Euro-
pean countries that have enacted legislation
for the restitution of or compensation for
private, communal, and religious property
wrongly confiscated during the Nazi or Com-
munist eras, and urges each of those coun-
tries to ensure that the legislation is effec-
tively and justly implemented;

(2) welcomes the efforts of many post-Com-
munist countries to address the complex and
difficult question of the status of confiscated
properties, and urges those countries to en-
sure that their restitution or compensation
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programs are implemented in a timely, non-
discriminatory manner;

(3) urges the Government of Poland and
the governments of other countries in Eu-
rope that have not already done so to imme-
diately enact fair, comprehensive, non-dis-
criminatory, and just legislation so that vic-
tims of Nazi persecution (or the heirs or suc-
cessors of such persons) who had their pri-
vate property looted and wrongly confiscated
by the Nazis during World War II and subse-
quently seized by a Communist government
are able to obtain either restitution of their
property or, where restitution is not pos-
sible, fair compensation;

(4) urges the Government of Lithuania and
the governments of other countries in Eu-
rope that have not already done so to imme-
diately enact fair, comprehensive, non-dis-
criminatory, and just legislation so that
communities that had communal and reli-
gious property looted and wrongly con-
fiscated by the Nazis during World War II
and subsequently seized by a Communist
government (or the relevant successors to
such property or the relevant foundations)
are able to obtain either restitution of their
property or, where restitution is not pos-
sible, fair compensation;

(5) urges the countries of Europe which
have not already done so to ensure that all
such restitution and compensation legisla-
tion is established in accordance with prin-
ciples of justice and provides a simple, trans-
parent, and prompt process, so that it results
in a tangible benefit to those surviving vic-
tims of Nazi persecution who suffered from
the unjust confiscation of their property,
many of whom are well into their senior
years;

(6) calls on the President and the Secretary
of State to engage in an open dialogue with
leaders of those countries that have not al-
ready enacted such legislation to support the
adoption of legislation requiring the fair,
comprehensive, and nondiscriminatory res-
titution of or compensation for private, com-
munal, and religious property that was
seized and confiscated during the Nazi and
Communist eras; and

(7) welcomes the decision by the Govern-
ment of the Czech Republic to host in June
2009 an international conference for govern-
ments and non-governmental organizations
to continue the work done at the 1998 Wash-
ington Conference on Holocaust-Era Assets,
which will—

(A) address the issues of restitution of or
compensation for real property, personal
property (including art and cultural prop-
erty), and financial assets wrongfully con-
fiscated by the Nazis or their allies and col-
laborators and subsequently wrongfully con-
fiscated by Communist regimes;

(B) review issues related to the opening of
archives and the work of historical commis-
sions, review progress made, and focus on the
next steps required on these issues; and

(C) examine social welfare issues related to
the needs of Holocaust survivors, and iden-
tify methods and resources to meet to such
needs.

———

SUPPORTING GOALS AND OBJEC-
TIVES OF PRAGUE CONFERENCE
ON HOLOCAUST ERA ASSETS

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 81, S. Con. Res.
23.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
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A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 23)
supporting the goals and objectives of the
Prague Conference on Holocaust Era Assets.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. DORGAN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, the motion
to reconsider be laid upon the table,
with no intervening action or debate,
and that any statements be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 23) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. CON. RES. 23

Whereas the Government of the Czech Re-
public will host the Conference on Holocaust
Era Assets in Prague from June 26, 2009,
through June 30, 2009 (in this preamble re-
ferred to as the ‘“‘Prague Conference’’);

Whereas the Prague Conference will facili-
tate a review of the progress made since the
1998 Washington Conference on Holocaust
Era Assets, in which 44 countries, 13 non-gov-
ernmental organizations, and numerous
scholars and Holocaust survivors partici-
pated;

Whereas a high-level United States delega-
tion participated in the Washington Con-
ference, led by then-Under Secretary of
State for Economic, Business and Agricul-
tural Affairs Stuart Eizenstat, Nobel Peace
Laureate Elie Wiesel, Federal Judge Abner
Mikva, senior diplomats, and a bipartisan
group of Members of Congress;

Whereas then-Secretary of State Mad-
eleine Albright delivered the keynote ad-
dress at the Washington Conference, articu-
lating the commitment of the United States
to Holocaust survivors and urging conference
participants to ‘‘chart a course for finishing
the job of returning or providing compensa-
tion for stolen Holocaust assets to survivors
and the families of Holocaust victims’’;

Whereas the Prague Conference is expected
to review the issues agreed on at the Wash-
ington Conference, including issues relating
to financial assets, bank accounts, insur-
ance, and other financial properties;

Whereas the Prague Conference is expected
to include a special session on social pro-
grams for Holocaust survivors and other vic-
tims of Nazi atrocities;

Whereas at the Prague Conference, work-
ing groups are expected to convene to discuss
Holocaust education, remembrance and re-
search, looted art, Judaica and Jewish cul-
tural property, and immovable property, in-
cluding both private, religious, and com-
munal property;

Whereas the participation and leadership
of the United States at the highest level is
critically important to ensure a successful
outcome of the Prague Conference;

Whereas Congress supports further inclu-
sion of Holocaust survivors and their advo-
cates in the planning and proceedings of the
Prague Conference;

Whereas the United States strongly sup-
ports the immediate return of, or just com-
pensation for, property that was illegally
confiscated by Nazi and Communist regimes;

Whereas many Holocaust survivors lack
the means for even the most basic neces-
sities, including proper housing and health
care;

Whereas the United States and the inter-
national community have a moral obligation
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to uphold and defend the dignity of Holo-
caust survivors and to ensure their well-
being;

Whereas the Prague Conference is a crit-
ical forum for effectively addressing the in-
creasing economic, social, housing, and
health care needs of Holocaust survivors in
their waning years;

Whereas then-Senator Barack Obama, dur-
ing his visit in July 2008 to the Yad Vashem
Holocaust Memorial in Israel, stated, ‘‘Let
our children come here and know this his-
tory so they can add their voices to proclaim
‘never again.” And may we remember those
who perished, not only as victims but also as
individuals who hoped and Iloved and
dreamed like us and who have become sym-
bols of the human spirit.”’; and

Whereas the Prague Conference may rep-
resent the last opportunity for the inter-
national community to address outstanding
Holocaust-era issues: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) supports the goals and objectives of the
2009 Prague Conference on Holocaust Era As-
sets;

(2) applauds the Government of the Czech
Republic for hosting the Prague Conference
and for its unwavering commitment to ad-
dressing outstanding Holocaust-era issues;

(3) applauds the countries participating in
the Prague Conference for the decision to
seek justice for Holocaust survivors and to
promote Holocaust remembrance and edu-
cation;

(4) expresses strong support for the deci-
sion by those countries to make the eco-
nomic, social, housing, and health care needs
of Holocaust survivors a major focus of the
Prague Conference, especially in light of the
advanced age of the survivors, whose needs
must be urgently addressed;

(5) urges countries in Central and Eastern
Europe that have not already done so—

(A) to return to the rightful owner any
property that was wrongfully confiscated or
transferred to a non-Jewish individual; or

(B) if return of such property is no longer
possible, to pay equitable compensation to
the rightful owner in accordance with prin-
ciples of justice and through an expeditious
claims-driven administrative process that is
just, transparent, and fair;

(6) urges all countries to make a priority of
returning to Jewish communities any reli-
gious or communal property that was stolen
as a result of the Holocaust;

(7) calls on all countries to facilitate the
use of the Washington Conference Principles
on Nazi-Confiscated Art, agreed to December
3, 1998, in settling all claims involving pub-
lically and privately held objects;

(8) calls on the President to send a high-
level official, such as the Secretary of State
or an appropriate designee, to represent the
United States at the Prague Conference; and

(9) urges other invited countries to partici-
pate at a similarly high level.

————

SUPPORTING DEMOCRACY AND
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT WITH
MONGOLIA

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 192, which was intro-
duced earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 192) expressing the
sense of the Senate regarding supporting de-
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mocracy and economic development in Mon-
golia and expanding relations between the
United States and Mongolia.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. DORGAN. I further ask that the
resolution be agreed to, the preamble
be agreed to, the motion to reconsider
be laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate, and that any
statements relating to the measure be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 192

Whereas the United States Government es-
tablished diplomatic relations with the Gov-
ernment of Mongolia in January 1987;

Whereas the Government of Mongolia de-
clared an end to one-party Communist rule
in 1990 and initiated democratic and free
market reforms;

Whereas the United States Government
has a continued commitment to ongoing eco-
nomic and political reforms in Mongolia and
has made sizeable contributions for that pur-
pose since 1991;

Whereas, in 1991, the United States estab-
lished Normal Trade Relations (NTR) status
with Mongolia and began a Peace Corps pro-
gram that now boasts over 100 volunteers
and over 725 volunteers since its creation,
and is one of the largest per capita Peace
Corps programs worldwide;

Whereas the United States extended per-
manent NTR status effective July 1, 1999;

Whereas the United States has strongly
supported the participation of Mongolia in
the International Monetary Fund, the World
Bank, the Asian Development Bank, and the
European Bank for Reconstruction and De-
velopment, among other international orga-
nizations;

Whereas the United States and Mongolia
enhanced their trade relationship through
the signing of a Trade and Investment
Framework Agreement in 2004 to boost bilat-
eral commercial ties and amicably resolve
disagreements over trade;

Whereas the Government of Mongolia con-
tinues to work with the United States Gov-
ernment to combat global terrorism and,
from April 2003 to October 2008, sent 10 con-
secutive deployments to Operation Iraqi
Freedom and 7 indirect fire technical train-
ing teams to Afghanistan;

Whereas the Government of Mongolia con-
tinues to demonstrate a growing desire to
join the United States in global peace-
keeping activities by providing an ongoing
deployment of soldiers to protect the Special
Court for Sierra Leone, as well as providing
deployments in support of the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization mission in Kosovo
and United Nations missions in a number of
countries in Africa;

Whereas the Government of Mongolia
signed denuclearization agreements in 1991
and 1992, making Mongolia a nuclear weap-
ons-free zone;

Whereas Mongolia was deemed eligible for
Millennium Challenge Compact assistance
on May 6, 2004, submitted its official pro-
posal on October 13, 2005, received approval
for its proposal from the Millennium Chal-
lenge Corporation on September 12, 2007, and
signed a Millennium Challenge Corporation
Compact Agreement on October 22, 2007, dur-
ing a visit to the United States by then-Mon-
golian President Nambaryn Enkhbayar;

192) was

June 18, 2009

Whereas President George W. Bush became
the first-ever sitting United States President
to travel to Mongolia on November 21, 2005;

Whereas the House Democracy Assistance
Commission began a program to provide par-
liamentary assistance to the State Great
Hural, the parliament of Mongolia, in 2007;

Whereas Senate Resolution 352, 110th Con-
gress, agreed to October 18, 2007, expressed
the sense of the Senate on ‘‘the strength and
endurance’ of the partnership between the
United States and Mongolia during the 20th
anniversary of relations between the two
countries;

Whereas the United States and Mongolia
signed an agreement to increase cooperation
in preventing trafficking in nuclear tech-
nology on October 23, 2007;

Whereas, during the October 2007 visit by
then-President Enkhbayar to Washington,
DC, the United States and Mongolia agreed
to a Declaration of Principles for further co-
operation between both countries, including
a commitment to expanded development and
long-term cooperation in political, eco-
nomic, trade, investment, educational, cul-
tural, arts, scientific and technological, de-
fense, security, humanitarian, and other
areas;

Whereas the people of Mongolia completed
a free, fair, and peaceful democratic election
on May 24, 2009, which resulted in the elec-
tion of opposition Democratic Party can-
didate Tsakhiagiin Elbegdorj;

Whereas Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
announced on June 9, 2009, with the Minister
for Foreign Affairs and Trade of Mongolia, S.
Batbold, that the United States is ‘‘com-
mitted to supporting the government and
people of Mongolia as they seek assistance to
develop, as they continue their democratiza-
tion, and as they reach out to the rest of the
world”’; and

Whereas the United States Government
and the Government of Mongolia share a
common interest in promoting peaceful co-
operation in Northeast Asia and Central
Asia: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) the growing partnership between the
democratic governments and peoples of the
United States and Mongolia deserves ac-
knowledgment and celebration;

(2) the democratic election and peaceful
transition of power in Mongolia is an impor-
tant demonstration of the continuing com-
mitment in that country to democratic re-
form and represents a significant achieve-
ment for that young democracy;

(3) the United States Government encour-
ages further economic cooperation with the
Government of Mongolia, including, as ap-
propriate, enhanced trade and investment to
promote prosperity for both of our econo-
mies;

(4) the United States Government should
continue to work with the International
Monetary Fund, the World Bank, the Asian
Development Bank, and the European Bank
for Reconstruction and Development to as-
sist the Government of Mongolia in improv-
ing its economic system and accelerating de-
velopment;

(5) the United States Government should
continue to provide Mongolia assistance
under the Millennium Challenge Compact
and encourage further effective and account-
able governance; and

(6) the United States Government should
expand upon existing academic, cultural, and
other people-to-people exchanges with Mon-
golia.

———

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, JUNE 19, 2009

Mr. DORGAN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that when the Senate completes
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